
























ASSIGNMENT TO START 

-Pay close attention to the guitar technique section of 1st steps 

-Work on one chord progression from 1st Steps book each week 

-Do one page of theory from Music Theory book each week 

-Learn One scale position from website each week and start impro 

vising with audio files from princeton website 

-Do ear training with discman while commuting or other down time. 

-Keep downloading scales as you complete them do all scales in key 

of C first then beginning learning them in all keys moving 

cycle 5 i.e. C,F,Bb,Eb etc. 

Book Recommendation Nine 

I have been playing guitar for a year now, and have found that just 

by looking at tablature and listening to music it comes to me 

pretty easily. Now I am interested in starting to write my own 

songs and my own solos. I was wondering if you could suggest some 

books that would set me on the right path? 

Recommended Books 

Well my books are more serious than looking at tablature but I 

think if you are serious about learning about music and the guitar 

these books will help you immensely.  I’ve started you with “1st 

Steps for a Beginning Guitarist” because you need the information 

on the proper way to play the guitar.  All your work will be in 

vain if you play the wrong way.  Also you will notice the strumming 

patterns for the chord progressions in the book are written with 

rhythmic notation.  You need to know this notation when you write 

out your original songs for people to play.  The rhythmic notation 

presented is what musicians expect to see when a specific rhythmic 

pattern is needed.  If you are planning on playing with other musi-

cians and don’t want to look like an amateur, I would suggest you 

get your music theory together as much as possible.  This will be a 

1 to 2 year study for you but will put you in a position where you 

can speak in musical terms with confidence.  I’ve only put down 

Music Theory Volume Two because that contains the scales you need 

to know but really you should work through Music Theory Workbook 

for Guitar Volume One too because the tedious work contained in 

this book will teach you intervals and chord construction. 

The ear training may seem like an odd recommendation but it is re-

ally the most important thing you can do to educate your ear so it 

understands the music you hear inside of you.  So the books are 

listed below: 





Explanation of Immediate books: 

The Music Theory Volume One book will get you started on learning 

all the various types of chords with added tensions.  Quite a te-

dious book but everyone needs to get this information to a point 

that you just know it instantly. 

Chord Workbook Volume One will teach you all the chords with a root 

on the 5th and 6th string that a professional guitarist needs to 

know.  We will spend quite a bit of time on the progressions in the 

back of the book. 

Ear Training One Note Complete will get you started on developing 

your aural perception skills.  This is extremely important to your 

musical ability. 

The Guitar Technique EBOOK will show you the proper way to play the 

guitar with both hands.  This is extremely important.  You don’t 

want to have to relearn everything because of bad technique. 

Explanation of Reference and future study books: 

The Music Theory Volume Two book covers 22 scales, how to use them, 

exercises to memorize their location on the guitar fretboard and 

notes contained in each scale. 

Rhythm Primer and Rhythms Volume One will help you develop your 

sense of rhythm and also start you on the path of learning to read 

on the guitar. 

Fanatic’s Guide is a sight singing book that you will use in con-

junction with Ear Training One Note Complete.  By working on lis-

tening exercises (Ear Training One Note) and singing exercises 

(Fanatic’s Guide) your aural skills will improve at their fastest 

rate. 

Once you get the books write back to me and I’ll set up a practice 

schedule for you.  One hour is really tight and it would be great 

if we could bump that up to 1 1/2 hours a day and 2 1/2 hours on 

Saturday and Sunday.  Then you will make much faster progress. 



Book and Guitar Recommendation 

I am thinking of starting to play the electric guitar but I really 

don’t know what kind of guitar I should buy and where should I 

start. I need some guidance with this adventure. I am willing to 

work hard and I would appreciate any help you could give me. 

Recommendations 

I would get a Fender Stratocaster Guitar.  Get one made in Mexico. 

It will run you around $350.00.   You will also need an amplifier. 

I would get a Fender Princeton Amplifier.  There are a few differ-

ent types of Fender Princeton Amps, any of them would be great. 

You will also need a patch cord to plug in your guitar into the amp 

and a strap to hold your guitar up when you play.  Both of these 

extras are available at any music store. 

For books I would get: 

1st Steps for a beginning Guitarist 

Music Theory Workbook for Guitar Volume One 

Ear Training One Note Complete. 

After you get the guitar, amp and books write back to me with a 

detailed explanation of the amount of time you have to practice 

each day and I’ll give you a practice schedule. 




